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ABSTRACT

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, one of the most
stable models of the regional order in the Middle East has been
the competition between the two revolutionary orders centered
on Iran and the Western-oriented order centered on Saudi Arabia
and its regional and extra-regional alliances. Considering the
rapid and fluid nature of the developments in this region, the
emergence of new official and unofficial actors, the complex and
chaotic environment of the region and, as a result, numerous
uncertainties, it is not possible to be sure of the complete
stabilization of the bipolar order model in the Middle East
region, and the order of the Middle East region may undergo
many changes soon. By identifying, analyzing and explaining the
structure of divergence and convergence among influential
actors in the Middle East region through a semi-structured
questionnaire, experts and using MACTOR software tool, this
article seeks to answer the question of how the future patterns of
regional order in the Middle East will be. Is the optimal scenario
for power blocs change or continuity? The research findings
show that a wide range of scenarios can be proposed regarding
the regional order. However, the most likely scenario in the order
of the Middle East region is instability, change and movement
from the bipolar order pattern to the multipolar pattern in this
region.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Given the rapid and fluidity of
developments in the Middle East, the
emergence of new formal and informal
actors, the complex and turbulent
environment of the region, and
consequently, the various uncertainties, it is
not possible to speak of a complete
consolidation of the bipolar order in the
Middle East. The regional order of the
Middle East will undergo many changes
soon. This study identifies, analyzes and
explains the structural divergence and
convergence among the influential actors in
the Middle East region through a semi-
structured and expert questionnaire. Using
the software tool of MACTOR seeks to
answer the question of how the future
patterns of Middle East order will be.
Among the patterns of regional order, the
preferred scenario for power is bloc change
or continuity. The research findings
indicate that a wide range of scenarios can
be proposed regarding regional order.
However, the most probable scenario is
instability and change in regional order and
moving from a bipolar order pattern to a
multipolar model in this region.

Methodology

One of the future research methods to
understand the convergence and divergence
between actors is the method of structural
analysis or actors' strategy. This method,
which is in the category of quantitative
futures research methods and is done
through MACTOR software, is a multi-
subject-multiplayer model used when there
are several actors in front of several
subjects whose evolution in the future is
uncertain and difficult to predict. These
models aim to better understand these
situations and how they evolve by
calculating and considering the interests
and goals of different stakeholders and their
relationships. The method of structural
analysis and actor strategy consists of six
main steps as identifying key variables
(setting goals), identifying effective actors
in the environment, forming a matrix of
actors-objectives, forming a matrix of
actors-actors, entering data into the matrix,
processing and outputting the model.

Result and discussion

Software analysis of actors' perspectives
and their goals reveals several basic goals:
Despite the influence of actors on each
other regarding the future of order in the
Middle East, there is a conflict of interest
between the actors regarding regional
issues. The conflict of interests of the actors
has led to a conflict in their goals in the
Middle East regional order, and this conflict
of interests and goals has shaken the current
patterns of order in the region.

The majority of actors in the region and
beyond, whose activism has a significant
impact on the equations of the Middle East
order, do not consider the current order
model, i.e. the bipolar balance between the
Salafi order led by Saudi Arabia and the
revolutionary resistance order led by Iran,
as their preferred order. In fact, the
formation and consolidation of this order in
the past decades in the Middle East have
been caused by emergencies in the region,
and regional and trans-regional actors have
been forced to accept this pattern due to
special historical circumstances. In the
current situation and the complexity of
international and regional developments
during the transition period, each of these
actors seeks to create their role and status in
the region and the cycle of global power;
Therefore, it is natural for the actors in this
region today to consider the current order as
an imposed order and to move towards
changing the current order.

If the existing bipolar regional order
continues, the costs of other regional and
trans-regional actors in balancing power
will increase. Claimants of regional power
in the Middle East in today's region, which
has become much more diverse than in
previous decades, and each of these actors
who today see themselves as a regional
power, their role-playing is overshadowed
by two poles of regional power and they
have to play in the direction of these two
spectrums of regional power in order to
influence the regional equations.
Intra-regional and supra-regional actors
seek a multipolar balance through
instability in the region and changes in the
construction of the current pattern. The
preferred model of actors within the region,



who today play a lesser role in the
equations of this region, is the model of
multipolar order, and in the next stage, if
this order is not realized, they will follow
the model of regional participatory
collective order. However, for trans-
regional actors, the model of regional
participatory collective order is not
desirable at all because it reduces their
impact on regional equations and brings the
region to a model of relative stability. In the
model of a multipolar order, regional
instability increases in the light of tensions
and conflicts, and each power bloc will
seek its advantages, which will increase the
involvement of trans-regional powers in
regional equations.

Conclusion

It is natural to change the patterns of
regional order in the context of the
transition to world order. What is unnatural
is the lack of awareness of countries of their
position in the set of the regional order and
global trends, and the principles of tools
and capacities at the disposal of countries
and provide an effective platform for
regional and global competitors, which will
lead to the loss of the position of countries
in the future of regional and global order.
Because one of the foundations of
countries' role-playing in future global
equations is to consolidate and consolidate
their position within the regional order. In
the general answer to the research
questions, it can be said that according to

the analysis of the available data, the
patterns of regional order will change and
the continuation of the existing order will
be very costly even for the bipolar power of
the regions. In contrast, Saudi Arabia tends
to maintain the existing order and then the
hegemony of the desired order, and Turkey
and the supporters of the Ekhwans are also
seeking to formalize their regional order
through instability in the developments and
patterns of regional order, and the transition
to a bipolar order will be the only way to
revive the Ekhwan. Trends and events
indicate that the regional order is on the
verge of change, and the actors of the
regional order must adjust their policies and
actions to the new conditions.
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